Of Mice and Men Webquest
You are about to embark on a Webquest to discover what life was like in the 1930s. Of Mice and Men is set in California during the Great Depression. It follows two migrant workers, George and Lennie, as they struggle to fulfill their dreams. In order to better understand their plight, you will be exploring several websites to increase your background knowledge. Check out the websites listed below to help you answer the following questions. 
Websites: Gather research in the boxes below the links
Great Depression:
http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/rails/timeline/index.html 
http://www.english.illinois.edu/MAPS/depression/photoessay.htm 
What were the main features of the Great Depression? When was it? What caused it? What were the effects on America?
The Great Depression (1929-39) was the deepest and longest-lasting economic downturn in the history of the Western industrialized world.






















Dust Bowl:
http://www.neabigread.org/teachers_guides/handouts/grapesofwrath/grapes_handout01.pdf  
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/depression/dustbowl.htm
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/D/DU012.html 










 









Migrant Workers:
http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu/calcultures/ethnic_groups/subtopic3b.html
http://www.farmworkers.org/strugcal.html
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://migration.ucdavis.edu/rmn/more.php?id=788 


  



















WPA:
http://www.neabigread.org/teachers_guides/handouts/grapesofwrath/grapes_handout02.pdf 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/general-article/dustbowl-wpa/ 
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/w/works_progress_administration/ 


























John Steinbeck:
http://as.sjsu.edu/steinbeck/biography/index.jsp?val=biography_biography_in_depth 
http://neabigread.org/books/grapesofwrath/readers-guide/about-the-author/ 
http://www.mchsmuseum.com/steinbeck.html 






















Salinas Valley, California:
http://www.mtycounty.com/pgs-misc/salinas-river.html 
http://ccwg.mlml.calstate.edu/sites/default/files/projects/gabilanHEP/griffinwhite_1955_lettuce_industry_salinasvalley.pdf 
http://www.businessinsalinas.com/County-City-Overview/Salinas-Valley-Overview.aspx 
http://www.ci.salinas.ca.us/visitors/community_profile.cfm 
http://www.ci.soledad.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=339 




































Questions
DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions after using the websites to conduct your research. You should have a well‐developed paragraph response for each question. For each response, you should include at least 4-6 pieces of evidence/research (paraphrased; not quoted or cited).

1. What were the main features of the Great Depression? When was it? What caused it? What were the effects on America?
2. Where was the Dust Bowl? When did it occur? What were some of the causes of it? What were the effects on California?
3. Who were migrant workers? How did the Great Depression affect them? What were some of the struggles that migrant workers faced?
4. What was the WPA? Who created it and why? What were the effects on America?
5. Who is John Steinbeck? Where is he from? Why is he important?
6. Describe the Salinas Valley? Where is it located, geography, etc? Provide some facts about the cities of Salinas and Soledad CA.

http://sdkay513.yolasite.com/novels.php 
