ENGLISH I
POETRY SELECTIONS ACTIVITY #2

The Weary Blues
Droning a drowsy syncopated tune,
Rocking back and forth to a mellow croon,
| heard a Negro play.
Down on Lenox Avenue the other night
By the pale dull pallor of an old gas light
He did a lazy sway . ..
He did a lazy sway . ..
To the tune o' those Weary Blues.
With his ebony hands on each ivory key
He made that poor piano moan with melody.
O Blues!
Swaying to and fro on his rickety stool
He played that sad raggy tune like a musical fool.
Sweet Blues!
Coming from a black man's soul.
O Blues!
In a deep song voice with a melancholy tone
| heard that Negro sing, that old piano moan—
"Ain't got nobody in all this world,
Ain't got nobody but ma self.
I's gwine to quit ma frownin'
And put ma troubles on the shelf."

Thump, thump, thump, went his foot on the floor.
He played a few chords then he sang some more—
"I got the Weary Blues
And | can't be satisfied.
Got the Weary Blues
And can't be satisfied—
| ain't happy no mo'
And | wish that | had died."
And far into the night he crooned that tune.
The stars went out and so did the moon.
The singer stopped playing and went to bed
While the Weary Blues echoed through his head.
He slept like a rock or a man that's dead.
by Langston Hughes

Jazz Fantasia
Drum on your drums, batter on your banjoes,
sob on the long cool winding saxophones.
Go to it, O jazzmen.

Sling your knuckles on the bottoms of the happy
tin pans, let your trombones ooze, and go husha-
husha-hush with the slippery sand-paper.

Moan like an autumn wind high in the lonesome treetops,
moan soft like you wanted somebody terrible, cry like a
racing car slipping away from a motorcycle cop,
bang-bang! you jazzmen, bang altogether drumes, traps,
banjoes, horns, tin cans — make two people fight on the
top of a stairway and scratch each other's eyesin a

clinch tumbling down the stairs.

Can the rough stuff . . . now a Mississippi steamboat
pushes up the night river with a hoo-hoo-hoo-oo . .. and
the green lanterns calling to the high soft stars ... ared
moon rides on the humps of the low river hills . . . go to it,
O jazzmen.

By Carl Sandburg

PART 1. DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions about the
two poems in complete sentences.

1. Identify four adjectives that Hughes uses to describe the music
in “The Weary Blues”.

2. ldentify four uses of alliteration in the first 10 lines of “The
Weary Blues.

PART 2. DIRECTIONS: Respond to the following question in a well-structured paragraph.

3. Contrast the three musical moods described in the third and fourth stanzas of “Jazz Fantasia”. What do these changing

moods suggest about the power of Jazz music to capture human experience?



TYPE 3 WRITING: Lyric’s Lyric, Original Poem #3

In today’s society, poetry is heard in the words of popular music daily. Choose lyrics from one of your favorite songs.
Select one line from the lyrics to be repeated in your original poem.

FCA #1: FOUR STANZAS, RHYME SCHEME OF abac, dedc, fgfc, hihc (33 pts.)
FCA #2: Select 1 line from a song and repeat it in the last line of each stanza (33 pts.)
FCA #3: Each line needs to be the same amount of syllables as the repeated line (min. of 8 syllables) (33 pts.)

ORIGINAL SONG LYRICS

Song Title:




ORIGINAL POEM #3 TITLE:




