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“The Earth on Turtle’s Back,” “When Grizzles Walked Upright,” & 
from “The Navajo Legend” Enrichment Activity 

DIRECTIONS: In a well-structured answer, respond to the following prompts citing textual evidence in support.              

(DO NOT SKIP LINES) 

1. Analyze: In “When Grizzles Walked Upright,” what punishment does the Chief of the Sky Spirits impose against the 

grizzles and how does this action affect his grandchildren, the people of earth?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In “The Earth on Turtle’s Back,” whom do the Onondaga credit with bringing earth into existence? What can be 

concluded about the relationship between the Onondaga and their natural environment?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



3. Analyze: Based on the excerpt from “The Navajo Origin Legend,” why might the Navajo have viewed the wind as the 

source of life?   

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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