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The Cask of Amontillado Literary Analysis: PLOT, FORESHADOWING, SUSPENSE, & MOOD

PART I.

Plot is the sequence of events in a narrative. It is structured around a conflict, or problem. One technique
used to keep readers interested in the plot is foreshadowing, which adds suspense to the story.

DIRECTIONS: Read the following passage, which is the opening paragraph of “The Cask of Amontillado.” CIRCLE the
details Poe includes that suggest something about the narrator’s personality and his plans, then describe what the
narrator plans to do | your words. (AT LEAST 3 SENTENCES)

The thousand injuries of Fortunato | had borne as | best could, but when he ventured upon insult | vowed
revenge. You, who so well know the nature of my soul, will not suppose, however, that | gave utterance to a
threat. At length | would be avenged; this was a point definitely settled—but the very definitiveness with
which it was resolved precluded the idea of risk. | must not only punish but punish with impunity.

PART II. DIRECTIONS: Cite textual evidence that identifies a clue the author gives that foreshadows the story’s ending
and then explain what the evidence specifically foreshadows in at least a sentence.

Textual Evidence:

Analysis:




PART lll. Using Sensory Details to Create Mood
Sensory details are suggestive words and phrases an author uses to help create mood and evoke the five
senses—seeing, hearing, smelling, touching, and tasting. Sensory details make writing come alive and help
the reader imagine what is being described.

DIRECTIONS: For each of the senses named below, cite textual evidence from the story that appeals to that sense. (Cite
the entire sentence)

SENSE CITED TEXTUAL EVIDENCE

1. sight

2. hear

3. smell

4. touch

5. taste







