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The Open Window LITERARY ANALYSIS: IRONY & PARADOX 

PART I. COMPREHENSION 

DIRECTIONS: Answer the questions in complete sentences, using at least 5 words from the question in the response 

1. Near the beginning of Saki’s short story, “The Open Window,” Vera says to Framton Nuttel, “Then you know 

practically nothing about my aunt?” What does this question lead Vera to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. The name Vera comes from the Latin word for “true.” Why is this word derivation ironic in the context of “The 

Open Window”? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Explain how the paradox is illustrated in the example from “The Open Window”. 

 "One would think he had seen a ghost." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Explain two moments of irony in “The Open Window”, and identify if it is verbal, situational, or dramatic irony  

i.e. #1 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

i.e. #2 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Open Window OPEN-BOOK QUIZ 

 

DIRECTIONS: Identify the letter of the choice that best answers the question. 

1. Why is Framton Nuttel visiting the Sappletons in 

the country? 

A. He hopes to go on a hunting expedition. 

B. He hopes to rest and relax his nerves. 

C. He is attending a family reunion. 

D. He is delivering a message from his sister. 

 

2. Why does Vera confirm the fact that Framton 

Nuttel does not know her aunt well at all? 

A. She wants to prepare him for her aunt’s strange 

behavior if he does not know her. 

B. She believes she has seen him at the house before. 

C. She must confirm the fact he does not know her 

aunt before she decides that she does not like him. 

D. She must confirm the fact that he does not know 

her aunt before she creates her fictional tale about her 

aunt and the open window. 

 

3. Until Mr. Sappleton returns, Framton believes that 

Mrs. Sappleton is 

A. sadly deranged. 

B. rather cold-hearted. 

C. exceptionally boring. 

D. perfectly normal. 

 

4. In what does Framton seem to be mainly 

interested? 

A. Vera’s coquettish behavior 

B. the masculine atmosphere 

C. Mrs. Sappleton’s mood 

D. his own problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Which idea is explored in “The Open Window”? 

A. happiness 

B. greed 

C. truthfulness 

D. affection 

 

6. What is a paradox? 

A. a statement that expresses contradictory ideas, but is 

true 

B. a clue to the outcome of the story 

C. a person, place, or thing that stands for something 

other than itself 

D. a conflict between a character and his or her 

surroundings 

 

7. The last sentence of the story--"Romance at short 

notice was her specialty"--is an example of 

A. climax 

B. resolution 

C. conflict 

D. rising action 

 

8. The reader learns about the protagonist Framton 

Nuttel mainly through 

A. what he looks like 

B. family background 

C. what others say about him 

D. what he says and does 

 


